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This 128-page hardback book contains 142 photos, featuring several rare and previously unpublished, 
with a number having been colourised. The book has been compiled from detailed research into the 
last days of the Royal Navy battleship HMS WARSPITE in Cornwall, using material from various archives 
and accounts relayed by those who were there. Wrecked at Prussia Cove on her way to the breakers, 
the ship’s crew were heroically saved by the Penlee lifeboat. Acquired by two Bristol scrap merchants, 
the wreck was refloated, the operation seen by some as the most impressive operation of its time in 
the UK. Moved to a position near St Michael’s Mount, scrapping of vessel would take another seven 
years, in extremely challenging conditions. The book also touches on other vessels involved, including 
tugs used in the initial tow and the later salvage operation, as well as other craft which supported the 
removal of the wreck. 
 

Only £10 to members (quoting membership number) or £16 to non-members plus post/packaging 
£3.50 (UK), £9.00 (Europe & RoW). 

 

Please address orders to: fotheringay53@aol.com or World Ship Society, 53 Tanners Hill Gardens, 
Saltwood, Hythe, Kent CT21 5HX. 

 

Payment may be made by GBP cheque (payable to World Ship Society) or credit card, stating whether 
Visa or Mastercard and quote card number, exact name on the card, card expiry date, card validation 

number and address of cardholder. 
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About the author 
 

This book is written by World Ship Society member Richard Holme.  His research into the Warspite in 
Cornwall formed part of his studies for a Masters in “UK Shipbreaking 1945-95” at Newcastle 
University. 
 
Richard’s interest in the UK shipbreaking industry saw him publish a history, Cairnryan Military Port 
1940-1996, From U-Boats to the Ark Royal in 1997. Richard has also been editor of the Naval Dockyard 
Society for over ten years and writes frequently for several maritime publications. 
 
Richard was awarded the JJ Colledge Naval Essay Prize by the Naval Committee of the World Ship 
Society for best article published in the Society’s Warships Journal during 2022, for the article Covert 
mission to view the Graf Spee wreck, which was published in February 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ian Watson, the former Managing Director of Shipbreaking (Queenborough), the last major 
shipbreaker in the United Kingdom made the following comment in the preface to the book; 
 

“A good read” is often said, but often unmerited. Not here: this is an extraordinary tale, 
told with exemplary skill; a history book that is carefully researched but is also a 

swashbuckling adventure story…. 
 

…. this is a tale of naivety, ingenuity, and courage. A good read indeed 
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